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'Proposed League Change,' this change is proposed by the League
o f Nun i c i pal i t i es and t hat ' s what ' s i ncor po r a t e d i n t hi s
a mendment t h a t ' s i n f r o n t o f yo u . Th i s i s wh at wou l d h ap p e n i f
you adopted this amendment. Three million dollars is restored
to the program that is aid to municipalities. I n other words,
we switch that around because Omaha and other...most other
municipa l i t i es d i d n o t w a n t t o c ut ai d t o m u n i c ip a l i t i es . They
p re f e r r e d t o c u t NI RF , o k ay ? So t h i s a me ndm en t t r i e s t o
accommodate that desire by switching it ar ound so th at the
$3 million is restored to the aid to municipalities, but then
u nder L B 4 4 0 N I R P i s cu t b y t ha t $ 3 mi l l i o n . So t h a t N I RP i s
cut i n ' 03-04 and ' 04-05 , a nd here ' s a n i m p o r t an t d i f f e r e n c e
then . I n s t e a d o f NI RP e nd i n g a t t h e e n d o f t wo ye a r s , N I RP i s
restored until the year 2009. Now in considering all of this,
p robably a n i m p o r t an t p o i nt t o you wi l l be t he f ac t t hat ,
regardless of which scenario you pick, you' re not affecting the
f unding f o r t he n e x t t w o y e a r s . Ei t he r by e l i mi n a t i n g mun i c i p a l
aid to municipalities or by reducing NIRP, one way or the other,
we' re cutting back by $6 million the aid that is in fact going
to the municipalities, $3 mi l l i o n e a c h y e a r . So i f you t hi nk
that we ought to just right -.ow prepare to cut more in th e ou t
years after 200 5 from th~ mun icipalities, then perhaps your
choice is to reject this amendment because the r esult wi l l be
that NIRP wi l l en d in 2005 and it would be incumbent upon the
league and others to come in with a bill and try to restore it.
If, on the other hand, you believe as I do that we should seek
to protect ourselves from further property tax increases as best
we can, not cut the municipalities more, and see what happens in
two years, then you will want to vote for this amendment because
the result of this amendment will be that the NIRP funding will
be taken for the biennium but after the biennium NIRF will be
restored and it would be incumbent upon Senator Thompson to come
i n on e m or e t i me a nd t r y t o g e t r i d o f N I RF , i f sh e ' s i n c l i n ed
to do that. I hope I haven't confused you completely. It's a
di f f i cu l t one t o exp l ai n , b ut I ' d be ve ry g l ad t o t r y t o answe r
your q u es t i o n s . Than k y o u .

SENATOR CUDABACK: You ' ve h eard the opening on the amendment
offered by Senator Beutler. Now open for discussion. Senator
Bourne, followed by Senators Thompson, Wehrbein, and Nines.
Senato r B o u rn e .
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